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Electronic Records in the Manuscript Repository.	By	
Elizabeth	H.	Dow	(Lanham,	Md.:	Scarecrow	Press,	2009.	189	
pp.).
	 This	 book	 is	 short	 and	 economically	 written	 and	
organized,	which	is	an	accomplishment,	considering	the	enormity	












scheme	of	 the	book	moves	 from	 the	abstract	 to	 the	practical.	



























of	 study	 that	 supports	 the	archival	management	of	 electronic	
records	has	needed	a	book	like	this	 for	some	time,	and	it	will	



























when	making	decisions	 regarding	 the	 acquisition	and	use	of	
collections.	Barring	an	emergency	hire	made	necessary	by	some	













	 Navigating Legal Issues in Archives	 consists	 of	 four	
primary	 sections:	 “The	 ‘Legal’	 Framework,”	 “Acquisition	
and	Ownership	 Legal	 Issues,”	 “Access	 and	Administration	
















	 Navigating Legal Issues in Archives	 functions	best	as	
an	introduction	to	a	wide	array	of	legal	issues,	legislation,	and	
cases.	The	profusion	of	short,	easily	digested	chapters	suits	this	
approach.	On	 the	whole,	 the	book	provides	a	 comprehensive	










are	 given	 thorough	 factual	 treatments.	However,	 definitive	




laws	and	cases	relevant	to	archivists.	Navigating Legal Issues 
in Archives	 is	 a	 valuable	one-stop	 reference	 for	professionals	




could	not	have	been	 communicated	 to	 the	 reader	 in	 a	more	





approach	 in	other	 chapters.	Has	an	archivist	 ever	been	 taken	




test	 scores?	The	discussion	of	 risk	management,	 as	 such,	 is	
limited	to	a	discussion	of	protecting	physical	materials.	In	real	
life	many	archivists	 (for	better	 or	worse)	 conduct	 an	ad	hoc	
risk	management	regime,	usually	without	recourse	to	counsel.	




















access	 arrangements,	 deeds	 of	 gift,	 and	donor	 relations,	 for	
example—but	she	shows	how	a	reader’s	thinking	on	these	issues	
might	need	 a	 little	 twist	 or	 a	 refresher	 to	handle	 particular	







as	possible.	Appendix	E	 gives	 good	advice	 on	 the	 retention,	








	 One	 thorny	problem	unique	 to	 congressional	 records	
is	the	presence	of	classified	files.	Clear	information	is	given	for	


























													 The	book’s	 strength	 lies	 in	 adequately	 conveying	 the	
complexity	 and	 size	of	workload	 taken	on	when	a	 repository	
















they	will	understand	 the	commitment	of	 time,	 resources,	and	
money	 necessary	 upon	 accepting	 such	 a	 collection.	 Future	
managers	will	 enjoy	 having	 a	 clear	 rubric	 against	which	 to	
measure	their	own	project.
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